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we can lift people around the world and bind
nations together in peace and reconciliation.
It has also taught us the dangers of compla-
cency, of protection, of withdrawal. This cri-
sis poses a challenge not to any one nation
but to every nation. None of us—none of
us—will be unaffected if we fail to act.

On the day he died in 1945, as these insti-
tutions were taking shape, President Roo-
sevelt wrote in the last line of his last speech:
‘‘The only limit to our realization of tomor-
row will be our doubts of today. Let us move
forward with a strong and active faith.’’ At
a time of testing, the generation that built
the IMF and the World Bank move forward
with a strong and active faith.

Now we who have been blessed with so
many advantages must ourselves act in the
same manner. If we do, we will surmount
the difficulty of this moment. We will build
a stronger world for our children. We will
honor our forebears by what we do to con-
struct the first 50 years of the 21st century.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. in the
ballroom at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to President Carlos
Menem and Minister of Economy, Public Works,
and Services Roque Fernandez of Argentina; Mi-
chael Camdessus, Chairman, Executive Board,
and Managing Director, International Monetary
Fund (IMF); James D. Wolfensohn, President,
World Bank Group; State Secretary in the Aus-
trian Finance Ministry, Wolfgang Ruttenstorfer,
Chairman of the Board of Governors, IMF; Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom;
President Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro);
and Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke, the Presi-
dent’s nominee to be U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations. The President also referred to
the International Labor Organization (ILO) and
the Overseas Private Investment Corporation
(OPIC).

Statement on Agriculture Legislation
October 6, 1998

I am disappointed that today’s Senate vote
on the agriculture bill failed to provide ade-
quate emergency aid for farmers in this
country who are suffering from the worst ag-
ricultural crisis in a decade. While this agri-

culture bill provides some help for farmers,
it simply does not do enough.

This year flood, drought, and crop disease
have wiped out entire harvests. Plummeting
prices at home and collapsing markets in Asia
have threatened the livelihoods of entire
communities. Many farmers will see their net
income this year drop by as much as 40 per-
cent below a 5-year average.

It is time for us to take action that will
make significant progress in alleviating the
hardship in America’s heartland. I continue
to support Senator Daschle and Harkin’s pro-
posal to provide approximately $5 billion dol-
lars in aid while establishing a system of pay-
ments that allows flexibility if commodity
prices drop even further. I call on Congress
to send me a comprehensive plan that pro-
tects farmers by strengthening the safety net
at this difficult time. In addition, I urge Con-
gress to support my own emergency aid pro-
posal for $2.3 billion that originated with
Senators Conrad and Dorgan to provide
farmers with additional insurance and in-
demnity payments for crop loss.

This total package of aid would make a
significant contribution to helping this Na-
tion’s farmers cope with the current agricul-
tural crisis. I urge Congress to be fully re-
sponsive to their needs. If Congress insists
on sending me an agricultural bill that fails
to respond fully to the needs of America’s
farmers, then I will have no choice but to
veto the bill.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Viktor Orban of
Hungary and an Exchange With
Reporters
October 7, 1998

President Clinton. Let me say, first of all,
I am delighted to welcome Prime Minister
Orban and his representatives of his govern-
ment to Washington. We are very, very ex-
cited about what is going on in Hungary, ex-
cited about his youthful and vigorous and
progressive leadership.

Today we are going to talk about the date
that’s coming up that Hungary is joining
NATO—it will be an historic date—and what
we have to do between now and then. I want
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